
Address by the Grand Secretary at the UGLE Armed Forces
Covenant Signing

Your Royal Highness, my Lords, Ladies, Gentlemen, Brethren.
 

Welcome to Freemasons’ Hall. Each year over 40,000 members of the public visit this building to learn a little more
about the values and purpose of Freemasonry, and to marvel at this art deco masterpiece, the only Grade 2* listed
building in London still used for its original purpose. It was conceived and built out of great conflict, as a lasting

memorial to Peace, and to those thousands of Freemasons who lost their lives in the Great War.  
 

Those Lodges that contributed to the building of this great memorial are carved for posterity into the stones of its
very walls, and the scroll of honour, the centrepiece of our building, behind me, lists the names of our fallen.  

 
Organised Freemasonry was conceived over three centuries ago out of a time of great conflict.  Huguenots and

Stuarts, Catholics, Protestants and Jews, vying for power and influence in unsettling times. From this crucible of
social discord arose an organisation which promoted religious tolerance, something wholly radical in a world

characterised by conflict. Freemasonry spoke for meritocracy at a time when birth and wealth determined success; it
elected officers subject to democratic accountability, it introduced new norms of civility and discourse and

promoted education and self-improvement. Principles which spread around enlightenment Europe from Grand
Lodge to Grand Lodge.

 
Freemasonry offers a simple philosophical message to its members – to act with integrity, to show respect to our

fellows, to be charitable, kind and tolerant and have a huge amount of fun along the way. The purpose is not only to
promote virtue, but also to promote a thoughtful approach to being virtuous. It is centred around an analogy of

building, or creating, and thus by chipping away our rough edges and our inadequacies we reveal the better people
we can be – more fit to serve those less fortunate than ourselves, those who have fared less well in life than us, and

those communities from which we are drawn. 
 

 I am delighted therefore that the Masonic Charitable Foundation and the Royal Masonic Benevolent Institution
Care Company are today announcing their intention to sign the Armed Forces Covenant during their Members’

Meeting on 8 December this year. Freemasonry’s charities have a long and proud history of supporting the Armed
Forces and their decision to make this commitment through the covenant will enhance this support over the years

ahead.
 

At the end of the Second World War a great many sailors, soldiers and airmen, seeking to maintain contact with
their former colleagues and recapture the camaraderie they had known in the forces, turned to Freemasonry. It was a
golden time for us as hundreds of new Lodges, each with military connections, were consecrated, and today it is no

wonder that so many servicemen, and women, find a parallel between the lives they have led in uniform and the
support and friendship they find within lodge.  

 
It is for those men and women, and those still serving, and in recognition of the very high regard that the members of
the United Grand Lodge of England have always had for our Armed Forces, that I am delighted to be able to host our

signing of the Military Covenant – a tangible demonstration of our continued commitment to those here
represented by Major General Graham. I now invite him on behalf of the Ministry of Defence, and the MW Grand

Master HRH The Duke of Kent on behalf of the United Grand Lodge of England, to sign the covenant.
 
 


